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Associate in Arts Degree Elective Course Outline

1.  COURSE NUMBER AND TITLE:


American English Pronunciation

2.  SEMESTER UNITS:




No Credit

3.  CONTACT HOURS PER SEMESTER:


Lecture:  20

4.  PRE-REQUISITES/CO-REQUISITES:


None

5.  COURSE SUMMARY:

A basic overview of the American English sound system.  Provides extensive practice on both the segmental and suprasegmental level, with emphasis on producing intelligible speech and effective communication.  The goal of the course is to assist the students in the improvement of speech sounds, patterns and rhythms of English.  Attention will be given to individual problems.
6.  COURSE OBJECTIVES:

By the end of the course, the students will be able to:

a. Demonstrate awareness of their specific pronunciation difficulties;

b. Recognize and produce with some degree of accuracy, proper articulation of vowel and consonant segments comprehensible to native speakers;

c. Use, to some degree, high frequency idiomatic expressions similar to native speakers in daily discourse;

d. Identify and produce with some degree of accuracy, stressed and unstressed beats in thought groups with emphasis on focus words;

e. Employ appropriate strategies such as increasing and decreasing pausing time, asking for feedback, and self-correction to help their conversational partners understand.
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7.  COURSE CONTENT:

Topics covered in this course will include:

a. Speech analysis, self-profile and goals

b. Exercises with long and short vowel contrast

c. Exercises with minimal pairs as needed

d. Exercises with voiced and voiceless morphemes

e. Exercises with stressed, unstressed syllables

f. Sentence intonation exercises including stress, elisions, speech reduction, prominence, thought groups, linking, pausing, pitch, and rhythm

g. Recitation, rhyming, tongue twisters, jazz chants, poems, and games

h. Production of discourse level communication including paragraphs, dialogues, broadcast simulations, role-plays, discussions, and presentations

i. Attention to specific individual problems

During the course, the students will:

a. Establish realistic goals and reasonable measures of progress

b. Be oriented to the dynamic nature of pronunciation—speech as a moving process

c. Become familiar with the phonetic alphabet

d. Use the dictionary as a pronunciation resource

e. Recognize selected consonant sounds and spelling patterns

f. Make adjustments to their pronunciation through voice settings knowledge and practice

g. Practice segmental features:


vowels:

· Proper articulation and discrimination of front, central, back vowels and diphthongs

· Vowel reductions


consonants:

· Selected consonants especially [ɚ] and [r] in liquid environments, voicing of written letter [s], final consonants, initial position [w] with mid to back vowels, 

discrimination between [l] and [r] and [f] and [h], and other commonly 

mispronounced sounds
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h. Practice prosodic features:

· Differential stressing of secondary and primary stress

· Proper accentuation of multisyllabics 

· Avoiding metronomic speech with attention to differentiation of syllable durations

· Stressing content words, destressing function words and pronouns at the beginnings of sentences, and linking final consonant with vowels in the initial position

· Proper elision and blending

· Timing and groupings of words together in phrases, with attention to word reduction; sufficient stressing and lengthening of prominent stressed syllables carrying pitch changes

· Common intonation contours in declarative statements and questions 

· Intonation contours to indicate speaker’s intention in:

· requesting information

· signaling a choice

· highlighting contrasts

· emphasizing agreement

· expressing confusion

· correcting, contradicting or modifying a statement

· Placement of focus in discourse to signal information that is new or important by highlighting focus words using rising and falling voice pitch

· Pausing, linking and phrasing (thought groups) in extended discourse

· Integrating cognitive, emotional and physical elements when applying new rhythm patterns

i. Use new pronunciation patterns and vocabulary in controlled and semi-controlled practices and in freer speaking situations

j. Integrate new pronunciation patterns into real-life communicative contexts and include these pronunciation features in discussion on a wide variety of contemporary topics

k. Realize the significance of attitude and motivation in pronunciation improvement 

l. Take control of their own progress by practicing on their own, maintaining a pronunciation observation journal, and taking risks trying out new pronunciation

8.  SAMPLE TEXTS, READINGS, AND INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

Well Said: Pronunciation for Clear Communication.  Second edition.  Linda Grant.  Heinle & Heinle, Thomson Learning, Inc., Boston, Massachusetts, 2000.

9. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION:

a. Lecture

b. Pair and group work

c. Peer and self-monitoring

d. Optional audio and video laboratory practice and taping for self and instructor evaluation

Associate in Arts Degree Elective Course Outline

AMERICAN ENGLISH PRONUNCIATION

10. ASSIGNMENTS:

a. Optional text readings

b. Participation in pronunciation exercises in class

c. Maintaining a personal pronunciation observation journal

d. Oral presentations

11. STUDENT ASSESMENT:  Not applicable
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