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TransPacific Hawaii College

Honolulu, Hawaii

English as a Second Language (ESL) Course Outline

1. COURSE NUMBER AND TITLE:
ESL 14

American Culture and Communication

2. SEMESTER UNITS:
3 credits - Pass/Fail


3. CONTACT HOURS PER SEMESTER:
Lecture:  48


4. PRE-REQUISITES/CO-REQUISITES:
ESL Placement Test


5. COURSE SUMMARY:


An introduction to particular aspects of American culture and styles of communication, ESL 14 is designed to assist students in adapting to life in the United States with an emphasis on increasing student success in the English as a Second Language and Associate in Arts degree programs, and beyond. The course focuses on helping students adjust to host family life, feel at ease in Hawaii, understand American culture in general, and become active participants in American academic culture in particular. It offers students the opportunity to practice communication skills using real-life and academic tasks.

6. COURSE COMPETENCIES:

By the end of ESL 14, students will have:

a. Practiced strategies for adjusting to host family life


· opened the lines of communication with a host family and had a short conversation about host family life

· practiced dealing with situations that may arise while living with a host family

b. Explored topics related to life in the United States in general and life in Hawaii in particular


· explored  aspects of Hawaiian life and/or Hawaiian culture by having a short conversation with the host family

· had a discussion about cultural and personal values

· explored aspects of American culture and shared what was learned with the class

· learned about the cultural adjustment process by taking notes from a lecture with the help of a partial outline.

c. Explored general safety issues in Hawaii


· developed strategies for staying safe in Hawaii

· created a poster, guide, or skit that displays safety recommendations
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d. Studied American academic culture, including the purpose and components of a course syllabus; the TransPacific Hawaii College student handbook and college catalog; and teacher and student expectations in an American college 


· found important information about a course using a syllabus

· become more familiar with the people and campus of TPHC

· had a short conversation with a member of TPHC’s faculty or staff

· begun preparation for a successful transition into American college life

· explored academic options and choices by creating a tentative future plan


7. COURSE CONTENT:


Required course topics include the following:

a. Explanation of course syllabus

b. Host family issues

c. Introduction to TPHC

d. Personal safety issues

e. Cultural adjustment

f. American culture (e.g. history, holidays, customs, values)

g. Hawaiian culture

h. Teacher and student expectations in an academic setting

i. Academic and career planning

Additional topics may be covered based on teacher and student interest.

8. SAMPLE TEXTS, READINGS, AND INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS:

a. Living in the United States (Pro Lingua Associates)

b. Off to College: A Guide for College-Bound Students (J. L. Dees, Ed.)

c. TransPacific Hawaii College Student Handbook
d. TransPacific Hawaii College Catalog
e. ESL 14 Instructor’s Guide


9. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION:

a. Class and small group discussion

b. Lecture

c. Modeling

d.   Role play

10. ASSIGNMENTS:

a.   Class and small group discussion and presentation

b.   Lecture listening and note taking

c.   Interviews

d.   Role play

e.   Conversation

NOTE: Tasks undertaken in ESL 14 will give students the opportunity to practice and apply

              the listening and speaking competencies of ESL 11, in particular:

a. Engaging in spontaneous conversations by making relevant comments, asking questions, and/or signaling a lack of comprehension.

b. Participating effectively in small group and class discussions (e.g. by soliciting and offering opinions, agreeing and disagreeing, initiating topic, staying on topic, interrupting).

c. Asking (the teacher, a classmate) for clarification of conversation and lecture content

d. Recording into notes main ideas, key supporting details, and examples from brief academic lectures or talks.

e. Recording into notes explanations given for key terms related to course content.

11. STUDENT ASSESSMENT:

______ Essay

______  Computation Skills
______ Skill Demonstration

______ Objective (multiple choice, true/false) and short answer 

__x___ Other 

a. Class attendance and participation

b. Task completion
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