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English as a Second Language Course Outline

1) 1.  COURSE NUMBER AND TITLE:

ESL 20 Advanced Writing
2) 2.  SEMESTER UNITS:



4.5 units 

3. CONTACT HOURS PER SEMESTER:  

3) LECTURE:
            
72


4) 4.  PRE-REQUISITES
ESL 10 Intermediate Reading & 
ESL  10 Intermediate Writing or ESL Placement Examination  

5)      CO-REQUISITES




ESL 20 Advanced Reading

5.  COURSE SUMMARY


This is a writing course that builds and refines skills learned in ESL 10 Writing.  It integrates advanced-level writing and critical thinking skills. Students will select and apply appropriate writing strategies to complete academic paragraphs and essays.  Grammar structures will be reviewed and practiced as errors occur in writing.  It is taught together with ESL 20 Reading as an integrated course (students receive separate grades for the two skills).


6. COURSE COMPETENCIES: 

In this course, students will:

b. Continue to apply a process approach to writing by:


1) strengthening skills at revising drafts for organization, content, and language;
2) editing writing;
3) developing proofreading skills by applying  knowledge of grammatical structures (grammar instruction is individualized).
c. Continue to develop strategies used in writing coherent and unified academic essays by:
    

4) 1)   employing appropriate overall organization;

5)                     2)   developing effective introductory and concluding paragraphs;

6)                     3)   effectively using a thesis statement;

7) framing paragraphs around one concept;
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5) stating main ideas clearly;

6) moving from generalizations to specific supporting information;
7) developing main ideas with adequate and convincing detail, examples, and 

8) illustrations;

9) using facts to support opinions;

10) including only relevant information;
11) ordering paragraphs logically;


12) utilizing effective sentence patterns;

13) employing appropriate transitions and signal words; 

14) using appropriate vocabulary and form.

d. Write a cause or effect essay by:



1) explaining and presenting the causes or effects of a specific topic;  

2) analyzing cause and effect relationships;

3) writing focused thesis statements and topic sentences which proclaim causes or effects;

4) providing evidence for the causes/effects;

5) applying an appropriate cause or effect organizational pattern;
   

6) applying cause and effect structure words and phrases (because, so, therefore, since, as a result, etc.);

7) employing appropriate strategies used in writing coherent and unified academic essays.      
e.   Write an argumentative essay on a contemporary topic by:


1) presenting the issue;
 

2) formulating an argumentative thesis statement taking a clear position;


3) supporting and proving the claim;
 

4) identifying, understanding, addressing, and refuting contrasting opinion


5) distinguishing between significant and insignificant ideas;


6) using inductive and deductive reasoning;


7) using an appropriate argument organizational pattern;

8) employing appropriate strategies used in writing coherent and unified academic   
9) essays.

f. Answer essay questions by:

                                                                         

1) determining what to do by recognizing terms that frequently appear in essay 

2) tests (illustrate, explain, classify, compare, define, contrast, discuss, evaluate, 

3) argue, analyze, etc.);
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4) choosing an appropriate organizational pattern to answer the question;

5) sticking to the topic without getting sidetracked;


6) planning time and writing quickly.

7. COURSE CONTENT:

Course topics will include the following:

a. Process writing

b. Paragraph development and unity

c. Academic essays and rhetorical modes

d. Essay form, unity and coherence 

e. Revision practice

f. Impromptu writing

8. SAMPLE TEXTS, READINGS, AND INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS:

a. Folse, Keith S., April Muchmore-Vokoun, and Elena Vestri Solomon, Great Essays, Houghton Mifflin Company.   
b. Longman Dictionary of American English
c. Longman Complete Course for the TOEFL Test
d. Instructor-developed handouts and exercises
9. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION
a. Lecture

b. Discussion

c. Group and pair work

d. Writing

e. Error analysis

10. ASSIGNMENTS:

a. Textbook exercises

b. Vocabulary study

c. Paragraph and essay writing

d. Journal writing

11.  STUDENT ASSESSMENT:

a. Paragraph and Essay Writing (both in-class and out-of-class)

b. Skill Demonstration
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