TransPacific Hawaii College

Honolulu, Hawaii

English as a Second Language (ESL) Course Outline

1. COURSE NUMBER AND TITLE:
ESL 50.11




English Through Drama


2. SEMESTER UNITS:
6 Units

3. CONTACT HOURS PER SEMESTER



Lecture:
96

4. PRE-REQUISITES/CO-REQUESTS
ESL 10 and 11 or ESL 


Placement Test

5. COURSE SUMMARY:

Students will explore a variety of dramatic art forms and focus on mastering paralinguistic competence in spoken interaction, including the prosodic features of pronunciation, appropriate linguistic and emotional responses to different situations, and non-verbal communication. This course is designed to facilitate students’ ability to demonstrate an understanding of controversial issues through analysis and role play. Students will learn in a self-directed context to focus on individual strengths and weaknesses. While studying these topics, students will apply the academic skills they have learned in previous and concurrent ESL classes.  

6. COURSE COMPETENCIES:

      By the end of the course, students will be able to:

     (Reading/Writing)


a. Apply a process approach to writing


- Develop strategies used in writing coherent and unified academic essays

b. In one coherent and unified essay of 2-4 pages:





- employ overall organization



- order paragraphs logically



- move from generalizations to specific supporting information
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- include relevant information


- frame paragraphs around one concept



- effectively use a thesis statement



- state main ideas clearly

- develop main ideas with adequate and convincing detail, examples, and 

   illustrations

- use facts to support opinions

- utilize effective sentence patterns

- employ appropriate transitions

- use appropriate vocabulary and form

c. Strengthen skills at revising drafts for organization, content, and language

d. Develop proofreading skills at revising drafts for organization, content, and   

Language


            - Evaluate a reading task and employ suitable strategies to complete the 
               assignment


e. Apply, to advanced texts, reading skills specified in ESL 10:

    -
guess vocabulary from context

    -
expand active vocabulary

    -
preview and predict the content of texts

    -
skim and read for general meaning

    -
scan and read for specific information

    -
make inferences

    -
distinguish fact from opinion

    -
analyze and synthesize information

    -
recognize main ideas, details, examples, illustrations, important information, theses, implied ideas, opinions, facts, generalizations

f. Practice a variety of methods for learning new vocabulary needed to understand assigned readings and to write well-reasoned responses
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(Listening/Speaking)

g. From an oral presentation or an academic lecture

- organize presentation content, for example according to sequence or   

   selected categories in notes

- relate relevant personal experiences, tangential knowledge, and reading   

   to presentation content

h. Express opinions and offer supportive arguments on an academic topic as well     

as a non-academic topic

i. Orally summarize an article on a topic related to course material

j. Deliver a 10-15 minute oral presentation with appropriate organization and delivery of topic including visual support and theater props

k. Demonstrate, with some repetition, pronunciation that is intelligible to native speakers

l. Integrate newly acquired vocabulary and concepts into a variety of speaking

activities

Students will also be able to:

2. Recognize main ideas, details, examples, illustrations, important information, 

theses, implied ideas, facts, generalizations and emotional nuances from a variety of media sources and dramatic forms

3. Identify and analyze real life concerns

4. Demonstrate an understanding of the practical dimension of decision-making 

and problem solving, and their personal application

5. Compare ideas, perspectives, and traditions cross-culturally
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In this course, students will also:

      
      Review summary style and practice writing summaries demonstrating 

· 
      an understanding of short 1-2 page articles:


a.
write an introductory sentence supplying the author’s full name, the title of the article, and the controlling idea

b.
include the main idea

c.
present only the author’s opinion in their own words.
7. COURSE CONTENT:

Topics covered in this course will include:


Social, community, and interpersonal issues and opinions

· Conflict resolution


Ethics and values


Art, music, dance, nonverbal language and entertainment


Current trends

· 
Critical thinking


In addition, numerous field trips to complement class work will be arranged.  If arrangements can be made, students will have a single volunteer experience in a theater or other performing arts setting.

8. SAMPLE TEXTS, READINGS, AND INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS:
Students will not receive a text.

The following are teacher resource materials:


Maley, Alan, and A. Duff.  Drama Techniques.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005.

· Nomura, Yoko.  Pinch and Ouch English Through Drama.  New York City:  Longman, 1982.

· Whiteson, Valerie, ed.  New Ways of Using Drama and Literature in Language Teaching.  Bloomington, IL: Pantagraph Printing, 1996.

· Plays

· Newspaper articles
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
Television, video


Films


Internet


Radio

· Excerpts from novels

9. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION:


Lecture


Discussion

10. ASSIGNMENTS:


Reading assignments


Participation in discussions, seminars and panel discussion/debate


Library, Internet and field research


Written summaries


Oral presentations

· Writing, staging and performing monologues and skits based on materials listed in the sources above

11. STUDENT ASSESSMENT:

_x_   Essay (includes exams and any written assignments of sufficient length and 

         complexity to require students to select and organize ideas, to explain and 

         support the ideas, and to demonstrate critical thinking skills)

_x_   Skill Demonstration

___   Objective (multiple choice, true/false and short answer)
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