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Associate in Arts Degree Credit Course Outline

1. COURSE NUMBER AND TITLE:
ENGLISH 210

Critical Writing

2. (Prior to July 2004, this course was offered as ENGLISH 110)


3. SEMESTER UNITS:
3 Units


4. CONTACT HOURS PER SEMESTER:
Lecture:  48


5. PRE-REQUISITE:
English 102 (with a grade of 
                                                                                                        C or better)

6. COURSE SUMMARY:

Focuses on techniques and principles of persuasive writing for academic purposes.  The course emphasizes: principles of logical argument, advanced rhetorical modes, critical reasoning, critical evaluation of model texts and stylistics. It reinforces the research and citation skills acquired in English 102 and culminates in a research paper. English 210 qualifies as a Writing Intensive (WI) course.

7. COURSE OBJECTIVES:

By the end of the course, students will be able to:

a. Compose a clear, coherent, unified argumentative essay;

b. Demonstrate understanding of and employ rhetorical modes including: narration, description, illustration, comparison/contrast, division and classification, analysis, definition, process analysis, cause and effect;

c. Compose effective thesis statements;

      d.   Employ logically consistent argumentation and provide relevant evidence to support claims;
d. Recognize logical fallacies;

e. Apply techniques of effective persuasion, including acknowledging counter-arguments, making concessions, using appropriate tone;

f. Critically evaluate rhetorical writing to recognize emotional appeals, distinguish fact from opinion, identify assumptions, stereotypes, generalizations and biases;

g. Employ the various stages of the writing process, including brainstorming, outlining, drafting, revising and editing;

h. Employ various forms of support for claims, including concrete, significant and specific examples, illustrations, anecdotes, facts and reasons, expert opinion;

i. Perform, evaluate, integrate and document research;

j. Read, evaluate and discuss readings;

k. Identify effective writing techniques in his or her own essays and in peer writing;
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8. COURSE CONTENT:

a. Critical reading (evaluating readings for rhetorical strategies and argumentative integrity)

b. Rhetorical modes 

c. Writing process (brainstorming, outlining, drafting, revising, editing)

d. Thesis statements

e. Techniques of persuasion: supporting claims, acknowledging counter-arguments, making concessions

f. Logical argument and logical fallacy

g. Research skills 

h. Stylistics (syntax, vocabulary, conciseness, creating interest, tone)

i. Correct paper formatting

j. Grammar & mechanics as needed

k. Responding to and discussing assigned readings

9. SAMPLE TEXTS, READINGS, AND INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS:

a. Required:  
    Hairston, et al.  The Scott, Foresman Handbook for Writers
b. Recommended:   Huddleston, Packer & Timpane.  Writing Worth Reading: The Critical 
                            Process
c. Other texts as determined by instructor

10. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION:

a. Lecture

b. Seminar discussion

c. In-class composition 

d. Peer-revision

e. Assigned readings

f. Computer-assisted instruction (optional)

g. Independent reading (optional)

h. Journal writing (optional)

11. ASSIGNMENTS:

a. Papers: (minimum of 4,000 words/approx. 13-15 pages)

· Short papers 

· MLA documented research paper

b. Informal writing assignments, such as responses to readings or journal writing

c. Assigned readings

d. Independent reading

e. Class presentation (optional)
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12. STUDENT ASSESSMENT

(   Essays 
(   Quizzes and examinations
(   Class presentation (optional)
(   Informal writing (journal, optional)
(   Extra credit writing assignments (optional)
(   Class participation in discussions
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