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Associate in Arts Degree Credit Course Outline

1. COURSE NUMBER AND TITLE:
GENERAL STUDIES 110 


 Seminar in Academic Skills


(Cross listed as ESL 110)

2. SEMESTER UNITS:
      3 Units


3. CONTACT HOURS PER SEMESTER:
      Lecture:  48

      4.   PRE-REQUISITE:
       Admission to the AA program

            CO-REQUISITE:     
       A 100-level AA course



5. COURSE SUMMARY:

Integrates the reading, listening, oral communication, and critical thinking skills necessary for effective participation in college course work. It is adjunct to an Associate in Arts (AA) degree-level course. The content of the AA course provides the basis for practice in selecting and applying appropriate strategies to academic work. Emphasis is on analysis and synthesis of textbook and lecture content. A grade of C or better is required to advance.
6. COURSE OBJECTIVES:

By the end of the course, students will be able to:

a.   read at a rate of at least 200 words per minute;

b.   demonstrate strategies for effective reading of expository tests and note taking from 

      subject content lectures (These include but are not limited to previewing content, distinguishing    
      main ideas and supporting details, guessing vocabulary from context, identifying transitions and 
      patterns of organization, distinguishing fact from opinion, and making inferences);

c.   produce written outlines of text and lecture content;

d.   accurately employ discipline-specific academic vocabulary;

e.   generate content questions from reading and lecture notes;

f.    participate (e.g., describe, explain, compare and contrast, classify, summarize)

      in discussions of course co-requisite content;

g.   show evidence of critical thinking in written and oral responses to readings, lectures, and 

      supplemental resources, particularly by analyzing, synthesizing, and responding to information;

h.   demonstrate effective test-taking skills.
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7. COURSE CONTENT:

Course topics will include the following:

(Reading)

a. Practicing paced and timed reading

b. Using effective strategies for text comprehension

c. Outlining text material

d. Generating content questions from textbook material

     (Listening)

a. Using effective strategies for lecture comprehension

b. Outlining lecture material

c. Generating content questions from lecture material      

      (Speaking)

a. Summarizing lecture/text information from notes

b. Asking and answering questions

      (Critical thinking)

a. Paraphrasing

b. Analyzing, synthesizing, and responding to text and lecture information

8. SAMPLE TEXTS, READINGS, AND INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

a.  Langan, John. Ten Steps to Improving College Reading Skills. 4th Ed. West Berlin, NJ:

     Townsend Press. 2003

b.  Robertson, Heather. Bridge to College Success: Intensive Academic Preparation for Advanced 
     Students.  Boston: Heinle & Heinle. 1991     

c.  Textbook used in the adjunct AA course

9. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION:

a. Lecture

b. Discussion

c. Reading

d. Review of video-taped lectures

10. ASSIGNMENTS:

a. Reading

b. Textbook exercises

c. Vocabulary study
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11. STUDENT ASSESSMENT:

·    Essay

__     Computational Skills

·    Skill Demonstration

__     Objective (multiple choice, true/false) 

·    Other: Reading rate
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