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1.
COURSE NUMBER AND TITLE:
RELIGION 150




Introduction to the World’s Major Religions



(cross-listed as Philosophy 150)
 


2.
SEMESTER UNITS:
3 Units


3.
CONTACT HOURS PER SEMESTER:
Lecture:  48


4.
PRE–REQUISITES/CO–REQUISITES:
None



5.
COURSE SUMMARY:

Provides an historical introduction of the world’s major religions: Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, 


Taoism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam.  It is designed to create a basic understanding of the 


fundamental characteristics of these religions, and an appreciation of their cultural influence 
throughout history.

6.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:


By the end of this course, students will be able to:

a. Recognize the essential characteristics, which distinguish the major religious traditions of humankind in terms of their origins, historical developments, and world-views;

b. Demonstrate knowledge of the basic components of each major religious tradition, such as its concept of the divine, moral code, value system, rituals, and artistic expression;

c. Appreciate some of the ways that each major religious tradition has contributed to the specific historical and cultural milieu of which it is a part;

d. Show awareness of the religious conflicts and trends of the modern world;

e. Demonstrate a better understanding of their own religious background, and that of the surrounding community;

f. Express ideas and opinions clearly in writing.
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7.
COURSE CONTENT:

a. Unit I:  Religions of Southeast Asia (India)

1) Hinduism

2) Early Buddhism

b. Unit II:  Religions of East Asia (China and Japan)

1) Confucianism

2) Taoism

3) Chinese Buddhism

4) Shinto

5) Japanese Buddhism

c. Unit III:  Religions of the Middle East

1) Judaism

2) Christianity

3) Islam


8.
SAMPLE TEXTS, READINGS AND INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS:

a. Required Texts:  World’s Religions (2nd ed.) (Warren Matthews, West Publishing Co., 1995)

b. Required Study Guide:  Study Guide to Accompany World Religions  (David Prejsnar, West Publishing Co., 1995)

c. Optional Reader:  Anthology of World Scriptures (edited by Robert E. Van Voorst, Wadsworth, 1994)


9.
METHODS OF INSTRUCTION:



Course content will be presented through a variety of methods.  These will include (but no be limited to):

a. Lecture

b. Class discussions

c. Small-group work

d. Student presentations

e. Field trips and excursions (as appropriate)

f. Use of library for research projects

g. Use of audio-visual media resources (videos; films; slides; transparencies)
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10.
ASSIGNMENTS:



Required assignments consist of approximately eight hours of independent work outside of class per week.  

These will include (but not be limited to):


a. Students will read chapter-length assignments in required textbooks and selected supplemental readers.  A study guide will be provided.

b. Students must be able to take notes from reading and lecture materials.

c. Students must be able to write well-organized essays and/or reports reasonably free of major errors in grammar, spelling, and punctuation.

d. Students will participate in required field trips and visits to religious and sacred sites.

e. Additional appropriate assignments may include library research in preparation for short papers, book reports, term papers or individual reports.


11.
STUDENT ASSESSMENT:


(    Essay (includes exams and any written assignments of sufficient length and

       complexity to require students to select and organize ideas, to explain and

       support the ideas, and to demonstrate critical thinking skills)
__   Computation skills

__   Skill Demonstration


(    Multiple Choice/Objective
(   Other:  

a. College-level writing and speaking skills are required

b. Attendance and punctuality are mandatory

c. Take-home reports and essays (2 or 3 essays of 2-3 pages each)

d. Major research paper, with oral presentation
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