TransPacific Hawaii College

Honolulu, Hawaii

Associate In Arts Degree Course Outline

1.  COURSE NUMBER AND TITLE:
SOCIOLOGY 150 – Introduction to Women
Studies

(Cross–listed as Women’s Studies 100)


2.  SEMESTER UNITS:




3 units

3.  CONTACT HOURS PER SEMESTER:


Lecture:  48

4.  PRE-REQUISITES/ CO-REQUISITES: 


None   



5.  COURSE SUMMARY:
An introductory, comparative, and interdisciplinary course that surveys the diverse status of women,  will examine the ways in which race, ethnicity, class, gender, and sexuality as well as society, economy, culture, and politics shape the complex experiences of women.  The course will also explore the history of women’s activism and participation in social and political movements.  It will assess current efforts by various international groups of women to set terms for their own lives and to promote more profound transformations in society.  

6.  COURSE OBJECTIVES:


The purpose of this course is threefold:  to learn basic concepts relating to women’s status; to critically assess women’s status; to envision new possibilities. 


By the end of this course, students will be able to:


a. Define and identify fundamental concepts such as: biology as destiny, patriarchy, matriarchy, androcentrism, feminism;

b. Demonstrate awareness of current issues regarding women;

c. Evaluate written and visual media critically;

d. Demonstrate knowledge of women’s status in history and myth;

e. Demonstrate an ability to speculate about the future roles of women;

f. Critically assess and analyze course themes;

g. If WI, demonstrate research and organizational skills and knowledge of MLA style.
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7.  COURSE CONTENT:


Questions asked in this course will include: What is the role of women in media, myth, politics, the workplace and the family?

Course topics will include:


b. Race, gender, class, age, in the United States, Hawaii, and parts of Asia

c. Immigrant women (special problems of gender in a different culture)

d. Women and myth:  multicultural examination of goddesses; basic female mythic types

e. Women and media: media portrayals of women as objects of beauty and its role in creating beauty standards; women as newsworthy; women’s roles in media production

f. Women’s issues as they apply to: health; family, workplace; and politics

8.  SAMPLE TEXTS, READINGS, AND INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS:


a. Required Text:  Shaping Hawaii:  The Voices of Women. 2nd ed. (Joyce Chapman Lebra, Goodale Publishing, 1999);  The Lady of Ten Thousand Names: Goddess Stories from Many Cultures (Burleigh Muten, Barefoot Books, 2001)

b.
Suggested Readings from:  Gender, Race and Class in Media:  A Text-Reader, (Gail Dines and Jean McMahon Humez, editors, Sage Publications, 1995) 
c. Suggested Supplemental Sources; Women’s Voices, Feminist Visions:  Classic and Contemporary Readings. (Susan Shaw and Janet Lee, Mayfield, 2001); Woman: An Intimate Geography. (Natalie Anger, Anchor House, 2000); Women in the New Asia:  From Pain to Power. 2nd ed., (Yayori Matsui, trans. by Noriko Toyokawa, and Carolyn Francis, Zed Books, 2001); Lakota Woman. (Mary Crow Dog and Richard Erdoes, Harper, 1991); The Female Advantage:   Women’s Ways of Leadership. (Sally Helgesen, Doubleday, 1995); Global Gender Issues:  Dilemmas in World Politics. (V. Spike Peterson and Anne Sisson Runyan, Westview Press, 1999); Comfort Women. (Nora Okja Keller, Penguin, 1998); The Beauty Myth:  How Images of Beauty Are Used Against Women. (Naomi Wolf, Anchor, 1992); Real Majority, Media Minority:  The Costs of Sidelining Women in Reporting. (Laura Flanders, Common Courage Press, 1997)

d. Handouts from readings

9.  METHODS OF INSTRUCTION:


a. Lecture

b. Class discussions

c. Small group activities

d. Class activities

e. Student presentations

f. Role playing

g. Use of library for research projects

h. Videos
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10. ASSIGNMENTS:

a. Students will read approximately a chapter-length assignment per week with supplementary readings or will be given outside TV or film assignments.

b. Students must take notes from their textbook and supplementary readings and from the lectures. 

c. Students will give at least one short presentation. (5-7 min)

d. Students must participate in all class activities.

e. Students will view and critique videos. (Orally or in writing)

f. Students will keep a journal based on their personal experience and observations relating to topics learned. (approx. 3 entries a week) 

g. Students will be assigned appropriate projects: 2 Short papers (approx. 2-3 p.). These reports may require research in the library.  If the class is WI, a research paper (6 pages) will be required. 

h. Students must be able to write well-organized papers.

i. Students will give a presentation of final project.

11. STUDENT ASSESSMENT:


· Essay (Includes exams and any written assignments of sufficient length and complexity to require students to select and organize ideas, to explain and support the ideas, and to demonstrate critical thinking skills)

__
Computation skills

__
Skill Demonstration

· Multiple Choice/Objective
· Other:


a. Participation in class activities and group discussions

b. Oral presentation

c. Short answer

d. Final creative project
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