TransPacific Hawaii College

Honolulu, Hawaii

Associate In Arts Degree Course Outline

1. COURSE NUMBER AND TITLE:
SOCIOLOGY 218

Introduction to Contemporary 

Social Problems

2. SEMESTER UNITS:
3 Units (+1 unit of a required Service 

Learning Lab, Community Service)

      3.   CONTACT HOURS PER SEMESTER: 
Lecture:   48 



  Lab:
30*
  *Service Learning Lab may not transfer

4. PRE-REQUISITES:
English 102


Sociology 100


5. COURSE SUMMARY:

A theoretical and practical survey of selected social problems.  Students will explore approaches for defining problems, explaining causes, and critiquing solutions.  Emphasis is on generating questions rather than finding answers.  In addition to classroom study, all students will be required to volunteer in a community organization whose mission is relevant to the issue(s) under consideration.  Volunteer experience and resultant learning will comprise in integral part of the course.  Topics will vary from term to term.
6. COURSE OBJECTIVES:

Upon successful completion of the course, student will be able to:


a. demonstrate social responsibility through service to the community;

b. reflect on the cognitive and developmental impacts of service learning;

c. demonstrate ability to use service learning as course content;

d. identify and define social problems in terms of origins, contributing factors, and alternate 

points of view;

e. employ an interdisciplinary approach to consideration of social problems;

f. apply critical thinking skills to analyze and evaluate social problems; and

g. synthesize theoretical and practical sources of information.
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7. COURSE CONTENT:

a. Consideration of various paradigms for studying and analyzing social issues

b. Orientation to service and service learning

c. Development of appropriate library and field research skills


      Topics will vary from term to term but may include:

a. Health care

b. Alcohol and drug dependency

c. Crime and violence

d. Family problems

e. Ageism and the cult of youth

f. Gender inequality

g. Racial and ethnic relations

h. Immigration

i. Wealth and poverty

j. Education

k. Population and the environment

l. Advocacy of social issues

8. SAMPLE TEXTS, READINGS, AND INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS:

a. Mooney, L.A., et al. Understanding Social Problems, 5th ed. Cincinnati: Wadsworth  
 
   Publishers, 2007.
b. Cuba, L., A Short Guide to Writing About Social Science, 4th  ed. New York:  

 
   Longman, 2002.

9. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION:

     a.   Lecture

                 b.   Discussion

     c.   Lab (On-site service in a non-profit community organization)

10. ASSIGNMENTS:

a. Course readings (text, other related articles)

b. Field journal (record of on-site observations, reflections, interviews)

c. Article annotation and summary

d. Short essay responses to questions

e. Webpage creation

f. 30 hours of on-site volunteer service
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11. STUDENT ASSESSMENT


Essay (includes exams and any written assignments of sufficient length and complexity to 

require students to select and organize ideas, to explain and support the ideas, and to demonstrate 
critical thinking skills)

__
Computational Skills


Skill Demonstration

__
Multiple Choice/Objective


Other:  
a.   Completion of 30 hours of community service 
b.   Field research

c.   Webpage 
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